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Musk Accused Of Underpaying Petition Bounties

By Ryan Harroff

Law360 (May 9, 2025, 6:51 PM EDT) -- Elon Musk and his political action committee America PAC got hit with another
proposed class action by swing-state voters who say they were not fully paid for putting their names to the petition
that he and his PAC promised up to $100 for signing before the 2024 election.

Anthony Maglietta, Steven Reid and Jerry Victorious accused Musk and the PAC of breaching contracts with their
proposed class members in several swing states by failing to pay them as promised for either signing the petition or
referring others to sign it. The suit also names Musk's Austin-based company Group America LLC, saying it and
America PAC were involved in their founder's allegedly false promise to pay voters for supporting his "Petition in Favor
of Free Speech and the Right to Bear Arms."

The suit includes posts from Musk on X, the platform formerly known as Twitter, promising payouts larger than what
Maglietta, Reid, Victorious and the proposed class members allegedly received.

Voters were promised $47 each to sign the petition unless they were in Pennsylvania, where the signature bounty was
raised to $100, according to the complaint. The suit says the same amounts were promised for referring other voters
to sign.

When Maglietta, Reid and Victorious reached out to get their payouts for their signatures and referrals, the complaint
states they were shortchanged by Musk and his companies. The suit does not list specific amounts other than Reid
saying he is still owed "at least several thousand dollars" for referrals.

Maglietta is a Pennsylvania resident, Reid lives in Nevada and Victorious is in Georgia. The suit says their alleged
experiences in not getting paid the full amounts promised are common among people who supported Musk's petition.

The suit seeks to certify a proposed nationwide class of registered swing-state voters who signed the petition or
referred others to sign it and then did not receive the agreed-upon pay. The suit seeks compensatory and
consequential damages on behalf of the voters.

Musk has faced litigation in other states related to his attempts to influence the 2024 presidential election as well. He
is fighting two lawsuits in Michigan and Texas accusing him of defrauding voters by falsely claiming he would pick
one random voter who signed his petition per day and give them $1 million, when the winners were allegedly not
chosen at random. He also fought with Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner, who unsuccessfully tried to
block the giveaway before the election.

Shannon Liss-Riordan, counsel for the voters, told Law360 Friday that her clients and the proposed class are entitled
to the pay they were promised by Musk, America PAC and Group America.

"This case is about a broken promise: Elon Musk promised supporters that they would be paid for signing a petition
and referring others to do the same," she said. "Our clients relied on that promise because they believed in Elon, but
unfortunately, that promise was not kept. It appears the promise was broken for many others as well."

Representatives for Musk, America PAC and Group America did not immediately respond to requests for comment
Friday.

The plaintiffs are represented by Shannon Liss-Riordan, Thomas Fowler and Jeremy E. Abay of Lichten & Liss-Riordan
PC.

Counsel information for the defendants was not immediately available.

The case is Maglietta et al. v. America PAC et al., case number 2:25-cv-02364, in the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Pennsylvania.

--Additional reporting by Carolyn Muyskens and P.J. D'Annunzio. Editing by Adam LoBelia.
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